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WHISTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Whiston  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  Whiston  Rural  District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1954. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  community  has 
remained  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

The  crude  death  rate  at  10.3  per  thousand  was  slightly  above  the 
rate  for  the  previous  year  (9.3)  and  was  below  that  for  England  and 
Wales  (11.3). 

The  birth  rate  of  18.4  shows  an  increase  compared  with  1953 
(15.6)  and  is  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (15.2). 

The  infant  mortality  rate  shows  a  slight  fall  over  the  previous 
years,  being  33  per  thousand  live  births. 

There  was  only  one  maternal  death  notified  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year.  There  were  852  cases  compared  with  859 
the  previous  year. 

There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis, 
74  respiratory  and  9  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  being 
notified.  During  1953,  61  cases  of  respiratory  and  10  cases  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  were  reported.  13  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
were  notified  compared  with  9  deaths  the  previous  year.  The 
continued  influx  of  tuberculous  patients  being  transferred  into  the 
Southdene  Estate  at  Kirkby  has  created  some  concern  and  the 
position  is  being  kept  under  continuous  review. 

During  the  year  6  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  4  of  which 
occurred  in  the  Knowsley  area.  Further  cases  occurred  in  that  area 
at  the  beginning  of  1955.  Between  11th  December,  1954  and  17th 
February,  1955,  12  cases  in  all  had  been  notified.  Five  families 
were  involved  and  all  lived  in.  close  proximity  to  one  another,  4  of 
them  living  in  the  same  road  and  the  children  concerned  were  accus¬ 
tomed  to  spend  their  leisure  hours  together.  All  but  one  of  the  12 
children  involved  were  un-immunised,  although  the  percentage  of 
children  immunised  in  the  area  was  relatively  high.  Detailed 
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investigations  were  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  in 
co-operation  with  the  staff  of  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  nose 
and  throat  swabs  being  taken  both  from  the  immediate  contacts  and 
the  schools  attended  by  the  children.  This  localised  outbreak 
emphasises  the  potential  danger  which  exists  for  small  groups 
of  un-immunised  persons  residing  in  an  urban  environment  as  well 
as  the  need  for  continued  effort  in  maintaining  the  percentage  of 
immunised  children  at  the  highest  possible  level. 

During  the  year  much  of  the  activities  of  the  Health  Department 
were  directed  towards  slum  clearance  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  demolition  of  16  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Housing  Estate  at  Southdene,  Kirkby,  being  constructed  by 
Liverpool  Corporation,  continues  to  grow  at  a  rapid  rate  and  has 
more  than  off-set  the  transfer  of  892  houses  from  the  Parish  of 
Windle  to  St.  Helens  County  Borough.  This  rapid  increase  of  the 
new  township  at  Kirkby  creates  numerous  difficulties  of  adminis¬ 
tration  and  supervision  with  the  result  that  the  staff  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  whilst  coping  with  the  additional  work  entailed 
are  working  under  continuously  increasing  pressure  and  it  may  be 
considered  necessary  to  employ  additional  staff  to  give  adequate 
coverage  to  this  area. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  willing  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  Officials  of  the 
Council  and  in  particular  from  Mr.  W,  H.  Bone,  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


F.  W.  BUNTING. 
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WHISTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department 


Officers  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

F.  W.  BUNTING,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  .  ...  W.  H.  BONE 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1954 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  in  acres  :  28,049  Population — Census,  1951  :  43,053 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  home  population,  mid-1954  47.100 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1954  according  to  rate  books  13,573 
Rateable  Value  :  /302,313.  Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  :  ^1,220 

Sooial  conditions,  including  the  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  area  : — 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining,  brass  founding,  and  stove 
making.  There  is  one  chemical  works  in  Halewood  where  most  of  the 
employees  live  outside  the  district.  One  I.C.I.  (Metal  Products)  works  in 
Kirkby  and  a  number  of  industries  established  on  the  Kirkby  Trading 
Estate  draw  approximately  50%  of  their  employees  from  outside  the 
district. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply  : — 

Liverpool  Corporation,  St.  Helens  Corporation  and  Widnes  Corporation 
are  the  supplying  authorities  for  the  area.  The  sources  of  supply  are  up¬ 
land  surface  water  and  deep  wells.  No  new  sources  of  supply  have  been 
acquired  during  the  year. 


Supplies  to  Houses  : — 
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The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been  satisfactory 

in  quality  and  quantity. 

During  the  year  the  water  supplying  authorities  have  carried  out 
extensions  of  the  mains  within  the  Rural  District  as  follows  : — 

Liverpool  Corporation  ....  1679  yards —  9  ins.  14391  yards —  4  ins. 

4899  yards —  6  ins.  1840  yards —  3  ins. 
438  yards —  5  ins. 

St.  Helens  Corporation  ....  200  yards —  6  ins.  308  yards — 4  ins. 

186  yards —  3  ins. 

Widnes  Corporation  ....  3000  yards — 18  ins.  1564  yards — 12  ins. 

88  yards —  4  in. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — 

Bold.  Clock  Face  area.  Sedimentation  and  filtration.  In  other  parts 
of  the  Parish  houses  are  provided  with  septic  tanks  or  cesspools. 

Cronton.  The  drainage  arrangements  in  this  Parish  are  unsatisfactory. 
There  is  no  sewage  disposal  works.  The  bulk  of  the  property  is  drained 
into  septic  tanks,  and  ditches  in  the  Parish  are  polluted. 

Eccleston.  Part  of  the  Parish  is  sewered  into  the  Corporation  of  St. 
Helens  sewers  and  part  into  the  sewage  works  at  Whiston. 

Hale.  Part  of  the  Parish  is  sewered  and  drained  to  sedimentation  tanks. 
This  scheme  is  unsatisfactory.  Many  houses  have  their  own  septic  tanks 
and  these  arrangements  are  unsatisfactory. 

Halewood.  The  larger  portion  of  the  property  in  the  built  up  area  is 
drained  to  sewage  works,  sedimentation  and  filtration,  other  properties 
to  septic  tanks. 

Kirkby.  Liverpool  Corporation  is  erecting  a  large  number  of  houses  in 
this  Parish  and  these  drain  into  the  sewers  of  the  Liverpool  Corporation, 
whilst  houses  erected  during  the  war  for  employees  of  the  Royal  Ordnance 
Factory  are  drained  to  other  sewage  works — sedimentation  and  filtration 
— others  to  septic  tanks  and  cesspools. 

Knowsley.  Some  of  the  property  in  this  Parish  is  drained  to  Liverpool 
Corporation  sewers,  whilst  one  estate  comprising  496  houses  is  connected 
to  a  sewage  works — sedimentation  and  filtration — outlying  properties 
to  septic  tanks  or  cesspools. 

Rainhill.  New  sewage  scheme  just  completed — sedimentation  and  fil¬ 
tration. 

Tarbock.  This  is  a  Rural  Parish  sparsely  populated.  No  sewage  works. 
Principally  cesspools  and  septic  tanks. 

Whiston.  The  Sewerage  Works  in  the  Parish  of  Whiston  were  abandoned 
and  the  sewage  is  now  disposed  of  and  treated  at  the  Huyton-with-Roby 
Urban  District  Council’s  works  situated  in  the  Parish  of  Tarbock. 

Windle.  Mostly  into  St.  Helens  Corporation  sewers.  Outlying  areas  to 
septic  tanks  and  cesspools. 

The  Parishes  of  Cronton  and  Tarbock,  parts  of  Kirkby,  Windle  and 
Knowsley  are  without  proper  drainage  systems  due  to  these  areas  being 
rural  and  the  houses  dispersed  over  a  wide  area. 
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Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of  1954  : — 

Privy  Middens 

. 

682 

No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens 

814 

No.  of  pail  closets  .... 

110 

No.  of  dry  ashpits  .... 

156 

No.  of  moveable  ashbins  .... 

12062 

No.  of  trough  closets 

3 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets 

13986 

No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system 

12962 

Conversions  during  1954  : — 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  W.C’s. 

No.  of  premises  at  which  moveable  ashbins  were 

substituted 

2 

for  fixed  receptacles 

Public  Cleansing  : — 

-  .... 

4 

The  work  of  refuse  removal  and  disposal  is  undertaken  by  the  Local 
Authority.  Cleansing  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  is  undertaken  by  the 
Local  Authority  at  the  request  of  the  owners  or  owner  occupiers  of  property. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1954  : — 

No  of  premises  visited — 3,387 

No.  Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  1211.  No.  abated  885. 

No.  of  notices  served — Informal  432.  Statutory  18. 

Shops  and  Offices  : — 

18  Routine  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out  and  returns  made 
to  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Moveable  Dwellings  and  Camping  Sites  : — 

No.  of  Sites  .  4  No.  of  caravans  .  13 

Atmospheric  Pollution  : — 

No  special  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  atmospheric  pollution 
by  smoke.  Collieries  and  other  industries  continue  to  co-operate  with  the 
Local  Authority  for  the  reduction  of  smoke  emission. 

There  are  28  factory  chimneys  within  the  Rural  District. 

No.  of  observations  taken  during  year  :  33. 


Disinfestation  : — 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  1954  : — 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  : — 

{a)  Council  houses  ....  ....  ....  9 

( b )  Other  houses  ....  ....  ....  59 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  : — 

(a)  Council  houses  ....  ....  ....  9 

(b)  Other  houses  ....  ....  ....  59 
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The  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  use  of  Gammexane  and  residual 
spray  with  D.D.T.  solutions.  These  have  proved  very  satisfactory. 

When  it  is  found  necessary  to  disinfest  belongings  of  tenants  before  removal 
to  Council  houses,  hydro  cyanide  is  used.  This  work  is  carried  out  under  con¬ 
tract. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  : 

The  Local  Authority  employs  1  rodent  operator  on  inspection  and 
rodent  destruction. 


Schools  : 

Total  number  of  schools  in  the  district  ....  ....  ....  ...  26 

(a)  No.  of  schools  with  unsatisfactory  yard  surfaces  ...  ....  7 

( b )  Sanitary  accommodation 

No.  of  schools  with  (i)  Fresh  water  closets  ....  ....  22 

(ii)  Trough  closets  ....  ....  3 

(iii)  Pail  closets  ....  ....  ....  1 

(c)  Refuse  disposal  : — 

No.  of  schools  with  (i)  Dustbins  ....  ....  ....  25 

(ii)  Dry  ashpits  ....  ....  ....  1 

( d )  Water  supply  : 

No.  of  schools  supplied  from  public  mains.  ....  ....  26 

(e)  No.  of  schools  where  facilities  are  considered  unsatisfac¬ 

tory  for  washing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

(/)  Drainage  : — 

No.  of  schools  with  drainage  to  (i)  Public  sewers  ....  22 


(ii)  Private  treatment  works  4 

Offensive  Trades  : 

No.  of  premises  :  1 

Type  of  Offensive  trades  :  Tripe  boiler. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

No.  of  registered  premises  at  end  of  year  on  which  rag  flock  or 
other  filling  materials  were  used  in  manufacture  of  bedding,  toys, 

etc.  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  ....  ...  1 

No.  of  inspections  during  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  the  district  : — 

Schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  required  for  the  Parishes 
of  Cronton,  Hale  and  part  of  Knowsley.  Schemes  are  put  in  hand  for  the 
Parish  of  Whiston  and  part  of  Eccleston. 
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HOUSING 

During  1954,  1,866  houses  were  erected,  198  by  the  local  authority,  1,503 
by  other  local  authorities  and  165  by  other  bodies  or  persons. 

A  total  of  345  flats  were  erected  by  other  local  authorities. 


1.  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  2020 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ....  2890 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  jg 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  1211 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers. ...  ....  ....  808 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 


(a) 

Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

12 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  after  service  of 
notices  were  rendered  fit 

12 

(b) 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
formal  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

6 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

6 

(c) 

Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

5 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  Demolition  Orders. 

16 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
undertakings  “not  to  occupy”  were  accepted  by 
the  local  authority. 

1 

(d) 

Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : — 

(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

6 

4:.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding  : 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  ....  198 
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5-  Housing  Acts,  1949 — 54 — Improvement  grants — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  submitted  by  private  indivi¬ 

duals  to  local  authority  ....  ....  ....  10 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  ....  ....  10 

(b)  (i)  Number  of  Schemes  finally  approved  ....  ....  4 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  affected  ....  ....  4 

1.  Housing  Conditions,  1954. 

Bold.  The  major  portion  of  the  houses  are  of  the  working  class  type,  the 
principal  owners  being  the  National  Coal  Board  and  the  Council.  This 


property  is  in  good  condition  and  well  maintained.  There  is  also  a  fair 
number  of  agricultural  properties  in  the  Parish,  which  are  generally  in 
good  condition. 

Cronton.  In  the  Parish  of  Cronton  the  houses  are  principally  of  the  working 
class  type.  Generally,  the  property  is  of  the  smaller  type  ;  a  number 
of  the  older  houses  are  sub -standard. 

Eccleston.  The  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Eccleston  are  mainly  of  the 
residential  type  and  are  well  maintained.  There  is  also  a  fair  number 
of  houses  of  the  working  class  type,  some  of  which  are  sub-standard  and  of 
considerable  age.  The  agricultural  houses  are  generally  in  good  condition 
and  well  maintained. 

Hale.  Houses  in  this  Parish  are  generally  of  the  residential  type  and  are 
well  maintained.  The  older  types  are  small  and  are  in  many  cases 

sub-standard. 

Halewood.  Most  of  the  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Halewood  are  modern  and  of 
the  residential  type.  There  is  also  a  considerable  number  of  farm  houses 
and  agricultural  cottages.  Most  of  the  cottages  are  openly  situated. 

Kirkby.  Properties  are  of  the  detached  and  semi-detached  types  with  a 
fair  number  of  agricultural  houses  and  cottages.  Dampness  is  the  chief 
defect  in  the  older  types.  Liverpool  Corporation  is  erecting  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  houses  in  this  Parish. 

Knowsley.  The  older  houses  in  the  Parish  of  Knowsley  are  of  the  detached 
or  semi-detached  type  and  many  are  occupied  by  estate  workers.  These 
houses  are  generally  well  maintained.  A  large  number  of  houses  have 
been  erected  in  this  Parish  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation.  In  1941  the 
Ministry  of  Aircraft  Production  erected  496  temporary  bungalows  in 
the  Parish  to  house  workers  employed  in  war  production  factories  and 
these  have  required  considerable  maintenance. 

Rainhill.  There  is  a  considerable  difference  in  the  types  of  houses  in  this 
Parish,  a  large  number  of  the  houses  being  of  the  working  class  type. 
Of  the  old  houses,  dampness  is  prevalent  and  many  are  sub-standard. 

Tarbock.  There  is  only  a  small  number  of  modernhouses  in  this  Parish, 
the  houses  generally  being  farm  houses  and  agricultural  cottages.  Many 
of  the  cottages  are  old,  but  reasonably  well  maintained. 

Whiston.  The  houses  in  Whiston  are  almost  all  of  the  working  class  type. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  older  property  is  of  poor  type  and  there  is 
some  congestion.  The  modern  property  is  reasonably  well  maintained. 

Win  die.  In  Windle  houses  are  mainly  of  the  detached  or  semi-detached 
type  with  a  number  of  farm  houses.  These  are  fairly  well  maintained. 
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2.  (a)  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses  : — 

Qualified  applications  on  waiting  list  at  31st  December,  1954  : — 

Tenants  requiring  2  bedrooms  76  Lodgers  requiring  2  bedrooms  184 

3  96  3  14 

4  22 

(6)  (i)  Particulars  of  any  housing  scheme  in  hand  at  end  of  year  : 

Southdene  Estate  off  Ribblers 

Lane,  Kirkby  Liverpool  Corporation. 

Royal  Oak  Estate,  Whiston.  Whiston  R.D.C. 

(ii)  Contemplated  : 

Lickers  Lane,  Whiston.  Whiston  R.D.C. 

(c)  Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population  during  the 
period  under  review,  or  anticipated  in  the  future. 

During  the  period  under  review  a  total  of  1,713  dwellings  were  erected 
within  the  Rural  District.  1,455  were  erected  by  the  Liverpool 
Corporation  in  the  Parish  of  Kirkby. 

The  Whiston  Rural  District  Council  completed  198  houses  in  the 
Parish  of  Whiston,  but  as  these  houses  were  built  for  persons  already 
living  in  the  area,  no  account  has  been  taken  of  them  in  arriving  at 
the  increase  in  the  population. 

165  houses  were  built  by  other  bodies  or  persons  and  as  there  is  no 
definite  information  as  to  the  number  of  people  moving  into  this 
district  from  outside  areas  the  figure  of  100  has  been  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  calculating  the  population. 

As  a  result  of  the  building  activities,  it  is  estimated  the  approprimate 
increase  in  the  population  within  the  Rural  District  would  be  in  the 
region  of  6,842. 

Approximately  half  of  the  Parish  of  Windle  (892)  houses  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  St.  Helens  County  Borough  on  1st  April,  1954. 

3.  Fitness  of  Houses  : 

Number  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  internal  water 
supply  :  45. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(1)  Milk  Supply — action  taken  with  regard  to  the  administration  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Regulations. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 — 

No.  of  registered  distributors  operating  from  : — - 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

( b )  Dairy  farms  in  the  district  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

(c)  Shops  in  the  district  other  than  dairies  ....  ....  8 

(d)  Premises  outside  the  district  ....  ....  ....  9 

The  milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 — 

No.  of  dealers’  licences  (including  supplementary  licences)  issued 
by  the  local  authority  during  1954  in  respect  of : 


“  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  Milk  :  21. 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 — 

No.  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  “  Heat  treated  ”  milk. 

Retail  distributors  (a)  “  Pasteurised  ”  ....  ....  ....  30 

( b )  “  Sterilised  ”  ....  ....  ....  26 

Action  taken  by  local  authority  in  relation  to  samples  taken  in  the  district 

(a)  Raw  Milk — 

(i)  Tuberculosis — biological  tests. 

No.  of  samples  10.  No.  satisfactory  10. 

( b )  “  Heat  treated  ”  milk — 

“  Pasteurised  ” — 

(i)  Phosphatase  test  :  no.  of  samples  8.  No.  satisfactory  : 
8. 

(ii)  Methylene  Blue  reduction  test  :  No.  of  samples  8.  No. 
satisfactory  8. 

“  Sterilised  ” — 

Turbidity  test  :  No.  of  samples  4.  No.  satisfactory  4. 

Result  of  Ministry  investigations  by  the  Divisional  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Argiculture  and  Fisheries  within  the  district  during  the  year 
arising  from  notifications  of  tuberculous  milk  made  by  any  local  authority 


No.  of  veterinary  inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  cases  where  animals  seized  under  Tuberculosis  Order, 

1938 .  1 

No.  of  animals  seized  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

No.  of  cases  reported  negative,  no  animals  seized....  ....  1 

(2)  Meat  and  other  foods — 


Action  taken  with  regard  to  meat  and  other  foods,  including 
inspection  of  meat,  slaughterhouses,  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles,  and 
places  where  food  is  prepared. 

Places  where  food  is  prepared  have  been  inspected  periodically 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


No.  of  food  premises  in  district  at  end  of  year. 

Types  of  Business 

General  grocers  and  provisions  dealers  ....  ....  ....  96 

Greengrocers  and  fruiters  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Meat  shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Bakers  and  confectioners  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

Fried  fish  shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Shops  selling  sugar  confectionery,  ice-cream  etc .  ....  12 


Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  cafes,  snack  bars  ....  42 
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No.  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  &  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

No.  of  inspections  of 
No.  registered  at  registered  premises 
Type  of  business  31.12.54  during  year 


Ice  cream . . 

54 

130 

Potato  crisps . . 

3 

12 

Canned  meats . 

1 

2 

Condemned  foods  : 

All  condemned  food  was  covered  with  disinfectant  and  buried 

on  the  refuse  tip. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Number  of  Number  of 

Organisms  or  other 

Foods 

cases  deaths 

agents  responsible 

involved 

7  Nil 

Salmonella  typhi-murium 

Not  known 

1  Nil 

Salmonella  Thompson 

Not  known 

3  Nil 

Agent  unknown 

Not  known 

.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Disinfection  after  infectious  diseases  : 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  :  61.  Method  :  Formaldehyde. 

Apparatus  used  for  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding,  etc.  :  Steam. 
Apparatus  situated  at  Whiston  Hospital,  Whiston. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  : — 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  the  Authority  under  the  above 
Act.  The  following  figures  indicate  action  taken  by  the  County  Council. 


No.  of  Samples 

Prosecutions 

Milk  . 

83 

1 

Miscellaneous 

65 

None 

Bakehouses  : — 

There  are  9  Bakehouses  in  the  Rural  District,  distributed  as  follows  : — 
Eccleston  2  ;  Halewood  1  ;  Rainhill  5  ;  Whiston  1 

All  the  premises  are  kept  in  good  condition. 

Ice  Cream  : — 

There  are  2  manufacturers  and  54  dealers  in  ice-cream  in  the  district: 

The  premises  at  which  ice-cream  is  manufactured  or  sold  were  inspected 
at  frequent  intervals  during  the  year  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  51  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis,  the  results 
being  as  follows  : — 

45  Highly  satisfactory  ;  4  Satisfactory  ;  2  Unsatisfactory  ; 

In  each  case  the  retailer  has  been  informed  of  the  Bacteriologist’s  report. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  : — 

Shops,  vehicles  and  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold 
are  kept  under  supervision,  144  inspections  being  made  during  the  year. 

The  following  meats  and  other  foods  were  surrendered  during  the  year, 
being  found  on  inspection  and  examination  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Weight 


Description 

surrendered 

Canned  ham 

90 

lbs. 

Canned  veal  .... 

22 

lbs. 

Ox  tongue 

14 

lbs. 

Canned  fruit  (various) 

20 

lbs. 

Canned  food  (various) 

26 

lbs. 

Canned  tongue 

6 

lbs. 

Canned  peaches 

10 

lbs. 

Canned  meat  .... 

4 

lbs. 

Fish  cakes 

30 

lbs. 

Barley 

35 

lbs. 

Sultanas 

10 

lbs. 

Marzipan 

56 

lbs. 

Sausage  meat 

43 

lbs. 

Rissoles 

37 

lbs. 

403 

lbs. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  activities  of  the  Rodent  Operator 
employed  by  the  Council. 


Local 

Authority 

Private 

Dwellings 

Business 

Premises 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

Premises 

Total 

Notified  by  occupier 

— 

180 

8 

_ 

188 

Found  by  Inspection 

34 

26 

15 

1 

76 

Properties  Inspected.. 

78 

489 

40 

315 

922 

Inspections  made  .... 

130 

1107 

109 

315 

1711 

Treatment  given 

34 

206 

23 

— 

263 

Test  baiting  of  approximately  10%  of  manholes  on  the  sewers  in  the 
District  was  carried  out  and  68  manholes  baited. 

66  showed  no  take 
2  showed  partial  take 

Later  manholes  received  the  first  treatment  using  Sausage  rusks  and 
zinc  phosphide. 

The  second  treatment  to  the  sewers  using  bread  mash  and  arsenic  has 
since  been  carried  out 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  following  conversions  have  been  effected  during  the  year. 

Privies  to  Water  closets  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 


FACTORIES 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

Written 

Occupiers 

pr’cuted 

Register 

tions 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  . 

2 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  . 

108 

53 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

110 

53 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  detects 

were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

cases  in 
which 

prosecution* 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1) 

Overcrowding  (Sec.  2)  . 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Sec.  3)  ....  ....  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sec.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(Sec.  6)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Sanitary  conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

6 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 
Complaints. 

Defects — 


Drainage  . 

Refuse  . 

Housing  . 

General  Nuisance  . . . 

.  240 

.  225 

.  1500 

.  262 

Notices  Served. 

Defects — 

Formal  .  . . 

Informal  . . 

. .  ....  18 

.  432 

Summary  of  Inspections. 

Premises  visited 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered 
Infectious  Disease  enquiries 

Disinfections  . 

Disinfestations . 

Food  premises  . 

Factories  . 

. .  3387 

.  1214 

.  ....  153 

.  61 

.  68 

.  144 

.  53 

{Signed)  F.  W.  BUNTING. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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